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Article 52 - Patentable inventions

(DEuropean patents shall be granted for any
inventions which are susceptible of industrial
application, which are new and which involve an
inventive step.

(2)The following in particular shall not be regarded
as inventions within the meaning of paragraph 1:
(a)discoveries, scientific theories and

mathematical methods;

(b)aesthetic creations;

(c)schemes, rules and methods for performing
mental acts, playing games or doing business,
and programs for computers;

(d)presentations of information.

(3)The provisions of paragraph 2 shall exclude
patentability of the subject-matter or activities
referred to in that provision only to the extent to
which a European patent application or European
patent relates to such subject-matter or activities
as such.

(4)Methods for treatment of the human or animal
body by surgery or therapy and diagnostic
methods practised on the human or animal body

shall not be regarded as inventions which are
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susceptible of industrial application within the
meaning of paragraph 1. This provision shall not
apply to products, in particular substances or

compositions, for use in any of these methods.
Article 53 ¥ - Exceptions to patentability

European patents shall not be granted in respect of:

(a)inventions the publication or exploitation of
which would be contrary to "ordre public" or
morality, provided that the exploitation shall not
be deemed to be so contrary merely because it 18
prohibited by law or regulation in some or all of
the Contracting States;

(b)plant or animal varieties or essentially biological
processes for the production of plants or animals;
this provision does not apply to microbiological
processes or the products thereof.
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Article 57 - Industrial application

An invention shall be considered as susceptible of
industrial application if it can be made or used in
any kind of industry, including agriculture.
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Article 54 - Novelty

(I)An invention shall be considered to be new if it
does not form part of the state of the art.

(2)The state of the art shall be held to comprise
everything made available to the public by means
of a written or oral description, by use, or in any
other way, before the date of filing of the
European patent application.

(3)Additionally, the content of European patent
applications as filed, of which the dates of filing
are prior to the date referred to in paragraph 2
and which were published under Article 93 on or
after that date, shall be considered as comprised
in the state of the art.

(4)Paragraph 3 shall be applied only in so far as a

Contracting State designated in respect of the
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http://www.european-patent-office.org/legal/epc/e/ar52.html#A52_1
http://www.european-patent-office.org/legal/epc/e/#FOO_1
http://www.european-patent-office.org/legal/epc/e/ar93.html

later application, was also designated in respect
of the earlier application as published.

(5)The provisions of paragraphs 1 to 4 shall not
exclude the patentability of any substance or
composition, comprised in the state of the art, for
use in a method referred to in Article 52,
paragraph 4, provided that its use for any method
referred to in that paragraph is not comprised in
the state of the art.

Article 55 - Non-prejudicial disclosures

(D)For the application of Article 54 a disclosure of
the invention shall not be taken into
consideration if it occurred no earlier than six
months preceding the filing of the European
patent application and if it was due to, or in
consequence of:

(a)an evident abuse in relation to the applicant or
his legal predecessor, or

(b)the fact that the applicant or his legal
predecessor has displayed the invention at an
official, or officially recognised, international
exhibition falling within the terms of the
Convention on international exhibitions signed
at Paris on 22 November 1928 and last revised
on 30 November 1972.

(2)In the case of paragraph 1(b), paragraph 1 shall
apply only if the applicant states, when filing the
European patent application, that the invention
has been so displayed and files a supporting

certificate  within the period and under the

conditions laid down in the Implementing
Regulations.
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Article 56 - Inventive step

An invention shall be considered as involving an
inventive step if, having regard to the state of the
art, it 1s not obvious to a person skilled in the art.
If the state of the art also includes documents
within the meaning of Article 54, paragraph 3,
these documents are not to be considered in
deciding whether there has been an inventive
step.
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Article 83 - Disclosure of the invention

The European patent application must disclose
the invention in a manner sufficiently clear and
complete for it to be carried out by a person
skilled in the art.

Article 84 - The claims

The claims shall define the matter for which
protection is sought. They shall be clear and

concise and be supported by the description.
Article 85 - The abstract

The abstract shall merely serve for use as
technical information; it may not be taken into
account for any other purpose, in particular not
for the purpose of interpreting the scope of the
protection sought nor for the purpose of applying
Article 54, paragraph 3.
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