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Criminal Trade Secret Law
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Protecting intellectual property is a significant concern for many companies. Under the Obama administration, the U.S.
government increased its efforts to investigate and prosecute the alleged theft of corporate trade secrets by foreign nationals, especially
Chinese nationals. Early indications suggest that the Trump administration is equally, if not more, likely to encourage prosecution
of suspected trade secret theft, particularly when foreign nationals and U.S. national security are involved. Accusations of
economic espionage by U.S. authorities are especially problematic for foreign companies because U.S. courts have exercised
jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases where criminal offenses are alleged to have occurred outside the U.S. This presentation will
discuss:
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How the U.S. Department of Justice investigates and prosecutes criminal trade secret matters
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U.S. law regarding economic espionage and trade secret theft
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Recent trends in trade secret investigations and prosecutions
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Measures that foreign companies, particularly Chinese companies, can take to protect themselves from U.S. government
scrutiny, and also to protect valuable trade secrets
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