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Legal Liability for Defective Products in the United States
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Whether your company sells industrial equipment, consumer electronics, pharmaceuticals or medical devices, companies who
sell products or components that are marketed and sold in the United States should consider the legal risks related to liability for
product defects. Under United States law, manufacturers, distributors and suppliers of finished products and component parts
can be held legally responsible for business losses, property damage, and personal injuries caused by defective products. Even
if the product manufacturer or distributor uses reasonable care, the company can still be held legally responsible for damages if a
jury of ordinary United States’ citizens conclude that the product’s design, manufacture or lack of adequate warnings poses an
unreasonable danger, or if the product does not fully comply with the warranty offered with the product.
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This session will use real-world examples to address issues from initial design and testing to completed product. Topics covered
may include: (1) principles of liability applicable to manufacturers of finished products and component part suppliers; (2) whether
a company is safe from liability because it thinks that it is not subject to the jurisdiction of United States Court; (3) how product
warranties, warnings, instructions and even web site descriptions can give rise to liability; (4) how to minimize risk through
effective contracts and warranties with suppliers and customers; and (5) the “discovery” process in United States litigation. The
focus is on how companies and their employees can work better, on a day-to-day basis, to reduce the risk of legal liability in the
United States for the products they design, manufacture, market or sell.
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